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BUNK HOUSE # 1 
CRS # N-14422.03 

Detailed Building Description 
 
Description 
Bunk House # 1 is a rectangular balloon-framed, single story, side gable, seven bay, one 
pile vernacular cabin with a full porch on the east façade.  
 
Structural History 
The main building was constructed first (c. 1925).  The porch was built at the same time 
or soon after.  The building was raised on concrete block piers in 1993. 
 
Exterior 
Bunk House # 1 has horizontal simple drop siding.  The corners are boxed in with 1x4 
inch boards.  The building is painted hunter green with white trim.  The roof is covered 
with coursed asphalt shingles.  There is a porch along the entire east elevation of the 
building.  All of the windows are one-over-one double glazed replacement windows with 
white vinyl frames.  The windows have a 2x4 inch sills, 1x4 inch casings, and cyma recta 
cornices.  All of the doors are replacement steel-safety doors.  The frames of the three 
single steel-safety doors consist of 2x4 inch sills, wood 1.5-inch frames around 2-inch 
steel frames, and 1x4 inch architraves surmounted by a cyma recta cornices. 
 
North Elevation (Side)  

• The north elevation of the main block is 18.25 feet long. 
• The main part of Bunk House # 1 is supported by wood sills set on 15-inch square 

concrete block piers. 
• There are only two 1x6 inch boards between the porch pier and the east pier of the 

building. 
• There are only two 1x6 inch boards between the east pier and the center pier of 

the building. 
• There is only one 1x6 inch board between the center pier and the west pier of the 

building. 
• The ground slopes up towards the west side of the building. 
• There is a 12-inch wide wood skirt between the wood sills and the horizontal 

siding. 
• There are two windows on the north elevation. 
• There is a four louvered wood vent in the gable. 
• A 1-inch vent pipe extends through the 2x12 inch skirt 7.15 feet from the west 

edge. 
• The pipe turns and extends up to a point 9 inches above the roofline. 
• The porch roof extends 13.5 inches into the gable. 
• There is an electrical connection at the west end of the gable. 



BUNK HOUSE # 1 
CRS # N-14422.03 

Detailed Building Description 
Page 2 

East Elevation (Façade) 
• The east elevation is 72 feet long. 
• The east elevation has four windows, three single doors, and one central double 

door. 
• The window frames are 1x4 inch boards on a 2x4 inch sill.  The top of the 

window frame is caped by a 2-inch high crown moulding. 
• The window frames are painted white. 
• The steel-safety doorframes consist of a 2x4 inch sill, 3.5-inch sides (made of a 2-

inch wide steel frame next to a 1.5 inch thick board), and a 5.5-inch wide 
architrave top (made of a 1.5-inch steel frame and a 4-inch wide wood board).  
The architraves are caped with the same 2-inch high cyma recta cornice that is 
also on the window frames. 

• Two of the steel-safety doors have small 10-inch square windows.  The window 
in the south door is reinforced with wire. 

• The center double steel-safety doors are framed with 2.5-inch wide boards on the 
top and sides.  The area to the left of the steel-safety doors is covered with 6.5-
inch wide section of an earlier door made with tongue and groove beaded boards.  
Three hinges connecting the earlier door to the doorframe are still extant. 

 
Porch  

• The porch is on the east elevation of the building.   
• The porch is 10 feet wide, 72 feet long and 94 inches high. 
• The porch is supported by ten concrete block piers that vary between 15.5 and 16 

inches square.  The pillars are painted white. 
• Between each set of pillars are three 1x6 inch boards set 3 inches apart.  These 

boards are painted white. 
• The second bay from the south end has an access to the crawl space.  The access 

is a pair of gates made with the same 1x6 inch boards that fill the other bays. 
• On top of the piers is a 2x12 inch skirt set on edge.  The skirt is also painted 

white. 
• The deck of the porch is made of 1x4 inch boards running east to west.  The deck 

is painted hunter green. 
• The front edge of the porch roof is supported by ten 4x4 inch porch supports set 

between 90.5 and 93.5 inches apart.  The 4x4 inch porch supports are painted 
white. 

• Between the 4x4 inch posts is a railing consisting of a milled handrail top rail, 1x1 
inch spindles and a thinner milled handrail bottom.  The top of the handrail is 
painted white and the spindles and bases are painted hunter green. 

• There are twin exterior light fixtures mounted on the exterior tops of the north and 
southern most posts. 

• There is a single light fixture mounted centrally on a roof rafter in front of the 
double door. 

• The underside of the porch roof is painted hunter green. 
• An additional piece of flashing is positioned on the roof just above the stairs to 

keep water from dripping across the porch opening. 
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• The north and south porch eaves are covered with vertical tongue and groove 
siding. 

 
Stair 

• The six steps leading up to the porch are centrally located.  The stairs are wood. 
•  The stairs are 98.5 inches north south, 9 inches front to back, and have a 7-inch 

rise.  The treads are made of two 1x4 inch boards.  There are four 1x12 inch stair 
supports. 

• The stairs are painted hunter green over white. 
• The stairs have welded 1-inch diameter pipe handrails on both sides.   
• The handrails are painted black. 
• The handrails are 36 inches high. 

 
South Elevation (Side) 

• The south elevation of the main block is 18.25 feet. 
• The south elevation is very similar to the north elevation. 
• All of the piers are 15.5 inches square. 
• There are three1x6 inch boards between each pier. 
• There are two windows on the south elevation. 
• There is a four louvered wood vent in the gable. 
• A 1-inch vent pipe extends through the 2x12 inch skirt 7 feet from the west edge. 
• The pipe turns and extends up 111 inches. 
• The porch roof extends 17 inches into the gable. 

 
West Elevation (Rear) 

• The west elevation is 72 feet long. 
• The west elevation is supported by eighteen block piers that vary between 15.5 

and 16 inches wide and 7 to 15 inches high. 
• The piers are set between 23 and 36 inches apart. 
• The southern piers have two 1x6 inch boards between or in front of them. 
• The center piers only have one such board between them. 
• A metal vent pipe extends from beneath a board between the piers.  The pipe turns 

and extends up beside the wall to 11 inches below the roof. 
• There is an electric meter 24 inches from the south corner of the building. 
• There are eight windows on the west elevation. 
• The west window frames are painted hunter green. 
• The ground slopes to the south. 
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Interior  
Bunk House # 1 is divided into five rooms, Room 1 (South End Bunkroom), Room 2 
(Entrance Hall), Room 3 (Bathroom), Room 4 (North End Bunkroom), and Room 5 
(North Room). 

• All of the rooms are paneled with Masonite faux white wood paneling. 
• Rooms 1, part of 2, 4, and 5 have a very short nap dark blue wall-to-wall carpet. 
• Window frames are simple, made of 1x4 inch boards painted white. 
• Kick stop moulding around the floor perimeter. 
• All of the steel doors have automatic closing devices. 
• All of the doorframes are finished. 

 
Room 1 (South End Bunkroom) 

• Room 1 is 31.3 feet north south and 17.25 feet east west. 
• The ceiling tiles follow the contours of the rafters. 
• The five rafter tie beams are exposed.   
• The tie beams are 1x6 inch unfinished boards. 
• The tie beams are set at 6-foot centers. 
• There are five surface mounted fluorescent lighting fixtures mounted north south 

on the ceiling on either side of the room. 
• There is a hollow wood door in the middle of the north wall (access to Room 2). 
• There are two windows and a steel-safety door on the east wall. 
• There are two windows in the south wall. 
• A ceiling exhaust fan is mounted in front of the south gable louvered vent. 
• There are three windows in the west wall. 
• Emergency lights are mounted on the west wall. 
• Electric service panel and alarm system is mounted high in the south end of the 

west wall. 
• A hanging propane space heater is in the southwest corner. 
• Several steel bunks are present. 
• Electrical outlets are recessed and have cover plates. 
 

Room 2 (Entrance Hall) 
• Room 2 is 9.25 feet north south and 7.75 feet east west. 
• The floor between the north and south walls is covered in Linoleum sheet goods. 
• The floor between the two interior doors is covered with a very short nap dark 

blue carpet. 
• Lighting is provided by a single centered overhead incandescent light fixture. 
• The drop ceiling, with acoustic tile, is 92 inches high. 
• Room 2 is as wide as the original double doors. 
• There is a hollow wood interior door in the northwest corner, north wall (access to 

Room 4). 
• The east wall is almost completely filled by exterior double steel-safety doors. 
• There is a hollow wood interior door in the southwest corner, south wall (access 

to Room 1). 
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• There is a hollow wood interior door in the southwest corner, west wall (access to 
Room 3). 

 
Room 3 (Bathroom) 

• Room 3 is 7.5 feet north south and 7.75 feet east west. 
• The floor not under the toilet stalls is covered with 1-foot square linoleum tile. 
• The floor under the toilet stalls is covered with linoleum sheet goods with a 

herringbone brick design. 
• There are two adjoining toilet stalls made of 2x4 inch boards and plywood.   
• There are two flush toilets. 
• There is a counter on the south wall. 
• The counter has a Formica veneer. 
• There are two sinks mounted in the counter. 
• There is a window in middle of west wall. 
• There is a propane-powered on demand water-heating device mounted just south 

of the window. 
• There is a single overhead incandescent light fixture. 
• The paneled walls on the north and south walls only extend 8 feet high.  The rest 

of the space between the walls and the rafters is covered with heavy duty ½ inch 
hardware cloth or rat wire. 

• The eves are set at 24-inch centers. 
• There is a hollow wood interior door in the southeast corner, east wall (access to 

Room 2). 
 

Room 4 (North End Bunkroom) 
• Room 4 is 17.25 feet north south and 19.4 feet east west. 
• The ceiling tiles following the contours of the rafters. 
• The rafter tie beams are exposed.   
• The tie beams are 1x6 inch unfinished boards. 
• The tie beams are set at 6-foot centers. 
• There are three surface mounted fluorescent lighting fixtures mounted north south 

on the ceiling on either side of the room. 
• There is a hollow wood door in the northeast corner, north wall (access to Room 

5). 
• There is one window and a steel-safety door on the east wall. 
• There is a hollow wood door in the middle of the south wall (access to Room 2). 
• There are two windows in the west wall. 
• There is a pair of emergency lights mounted on the west wall. 
• A hanging propane space heater is in the northwest corner. 
• Several steel bunks are present. 
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Room 5 (North Room) 
• Room 5 is 17.25 feet long and 11.3 feet wide. 
• The ceiling is a flat drop ceiling 8 feet high. 
• There is one recessed fluorescent light fixture in the middle of the ceiling. 
• There are two windows on the north wall. 
• There is a steel-safety door in northeast corner, east wall. 
• The interior surface of the steel-safety door has a low raised diamond pattern. 
• There is a window in the southeast corner east wall. 
• There is a hollow wood door in southeast corner, south wall. 
• There are two windows on west wall. 
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Black and White Photo Log 
 
Plate 01: View looking west at the east façade elevation. 
Plate 02: View looking northwest at the south side elevation. 
Plate 03: View looking north at the west rear elevation. 
Plate 04: View looking southwest at the north side and east façade elevations. 
Plate 05: View looking south within Room 1.  Note exposed tie beams, drop ceiling 

with acoustic tile, and hanging heater. 
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Plate 01:    View looking west at the east facade elevation.

CRS # N-14422.03Bunk House #1



Plate 02:    View looking northwest at the south side elevation.

CRS # N-14422.03Bunk House #1



Plate 03:    View looking north at the west rear elevation.

CRS # N-14422.03Bunk House #1



Plate 04:    View looking southwest at the north side and est facade elevations.

CRS # N-14422.03Bunk House #1



Plate 05:    View looking south within Room 1.  Note exposed tie beams, 
                  drop ceiling, and hanging heater.

CRS # N-14422.03Bunk House #1
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DESCRIPTION
1 FL050001 1 View of the ground.
1 FL050002 2 4 View looking southwest at the north side and east façade elevations.
1 FL050003 3 1 View looking west at the east façade elevation.
1 FL050004 4 2 View looking northwest at the south side elevation.
1 FL050005 5 View looking northeast at the foundation for the south side elevation. 

1 FL050006 6
View looking northeast at the foundaton at the junction of the main block 
and the porch.

1 FL050007 7 View looking northeast at the south gabel.
1 FL050008 8 3 View looking north at the west rear elevation
1 FL050009 9 Detail of scab material associated withteh double door.
1 FL050010 10 Detail of window.
1 FL050011 11 Detail of window.
1 FL050012 12 Detail of door cornice.
1 FL050013 13 Detail of balistrade.
1 FL050014 14 View looking southwest at the profile of the stairs.
1 FL050015 15 View looking southwest at Room 3.
1 FL050016 16 View looking northeast at the double door in Room 2.
1 FL050017 17 View looking northeast within Room 4.
1 FL050018 18 View looking northeast within Room 4.
1 FL050019 19 Detail of heater.
1 FL050020 20 View looking northwest within Room 5.
1 FL050021 21 Detail of interior window cornice.
1 FL050022 22 Detail of metal safty door.
1 FL050023 23 View looking southeast within Room 1.
1 FL050024 24 View looking southwest within Room 1.
1 FL050025 25 5 View looking southwest within Room 1.
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DESCRIPTION

2 FL050026 26 View looking southeast at the foundation of the north side elevation.

2 FL050027 27
View looking southeast at the foundation and the junction of the porch and 
the main block on the north side elevation.

2 FL050028 28
View looking southeast at the foundation at the corner of the north side 
and west rear elevations.

2 FL050029 29 Detail of former location of propane tanks.

2 FL050030 30 View looking northeast at the foundation of the south side elevation.

2 FL050031 31
View looking northwest at the foundation at the corner of the south side 
and west rear elevations.

2 FL050032 32
View looking southwest at the foundation at the corner of the north side 
elevation and the porch.

2 FL050033 33 Detail of the access to the crawl space.
2 FL050034 34 Detail of the double door.

2 FL050035 35
View looking north at the southwest quadrant of the bridge over Mill 
Creek.

2 FL050036 36 View looking north at the west side of the bridge over Mill Creek.
2 FL050037 37 Detail of the west side of the bridge.







BUNK HOUSE #1 
CRS # N-14422.03 
Digital Photo Log 

 
Plate 01: View looking west at east elevation. 
Plate 02: View looking southwest at north elevation. 
Plate 03: View looking north at west elevation. 
Plate 04: View looking northwest at south elevation. 
Plate 05: Detail of steps. 
Plate 06: Detail of profile of steps. 
Plate 07: Detail of east piers. 
Plate 08: Detail of west pier. 
Plate 09: Detail of south elevation center pier and joists. 
Plate 10: Detail of south elevation east pier and joists.  Note junction of main 

structure with porch. 
Plate 11: Detail of junction of main structure and porch (exterior). 
Plate 12: Detail of junction of main structure and porch (interior). 
Plate 13: View looking northeast along porch. 
Plate 14: Detail of porch balustrade. 
Plate 15: Detail of porch open rafters and sheathing.  Note reinforcing scabs. 
Plate 16: Detail of simple drop siding. 
Plate 17: Detail of double door.  Note remnant of original door to photo left. 
Plate 18: Detail of window. 
Plate 19: Detail of window/door cornice. 
Plate 20: View looking north at Room 5 from Room 4. 
Plate 21: View looking south within Room 4.  Note hardware cloth vent separating 

Rooms 3 and 4. 
Plate 22: View looking north within Room 4.  Note doorway to Room 5.  Note 

exposed tie beams and drop ceiling with acoustic tile.    
Plate 23: Detail of pipe in Room 3.  The pipe is covered exteriorly. 
Plate 24: Detail of sinks.  Note wall mounted hot water heater. 
Plate 25: Detail of two bathroom stalls. 
Plate 26: Detail of double door in Room 2. 
Plate 27: View looking south within Room 1.  Note exposed tie beams and drop 

ceiling with acoustic tile. 
Plate 28: View looking north within Room 1.  Note hardware cloth vent separating 

Rooms 3 and 4. 
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BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 01: View looking west at east elevation. 

 

 
Plate 02: View looking southwest at north elevation. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 03: View looking north at west elevation. 

 

 
Plate 04: View looking northwest at south elevation. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 05: Detail of steps. 

 

 
Plate 06: Detail of profile of steps. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 07: Detail of east piers. 

 

 
Plate 08: Detail of west pier. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 09: Detail of south elevation center pier and joists. 

 

 
Plate 10: Detail of south elevation east pier and joists.  Note junction of main 

structure with porch. 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 11: Detail of junction of main structure and porch (exterior). 

 

 
Plate 12: Detail of junction of main structure and porch (interior). 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 13: View looking northeast along porch. 

 

 
Plate 14: Detail of porch balustrade. 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 15: Detail of porch open rafters and sheathing.  Note reinforcing scabs. 

 

 
Plate 16: Detail of simple drop siding. 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 17: Detail of double door.  Note remnant of original door to photo left. 

 

 
Plate 18: Detail of window. 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 19: Detail of window/door cornice. 

 

 
Plate 20: View looking north at Room 5 from Room 4. 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 

 
Plate 21: View looking south within Room 4.  Note hardware cloth vent 

separating Rooms 3 and 4. 

 

 
Plate 22: View looking north within Room 4.  Note doorway to Room 5.  Note 

exposed tie beams and drop ceiling with acoustic tile.    



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 23: Detail of pipe in Room 3.  The pipe is covered exteriorly. 

 

 
Plate 24: Detail of sinks.  Note wall mounted hot water heater. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 

 
Plate 25: Detail of two bathroom stalls. 

 

 
Plate 26: Detail of double door in Room 2. 

 



BUNK HOUSE #1  CRS # N-14422.03 

 
Plate 27: View looking south within Room 1.  Note exposed tie beams and drop 

ceiling with acoustic tile. 

 

 
Plate 28: View looking north within Room 1.  Note hardware cloth vent 

separating Rooms 3 and 4. 
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DELAWARE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
15 THE GREEN, DOVER, DE  19901 

 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
MAIN BUILDING FORM 
 
 
 

1. ADDRESS/LOCATION:  3850 Mill Creek Road/S side of Mill Creek Road at intersection with Graves Road 

 
3. YEAR BUILT:  1925 CIRCA?:   ARCHITECT/BUILDER: unknown 
 
4. STYLE OR FLOOR PLAN:  eight-bay, one pile vernacular cabin 
 
5. INTEGRITY: original site  moved  

 
6. CURRENT CONDITION: excellent  good  fair  poor  
 
7. DESCRIPTION: (Describe the resource as completely as possible.  Use N/A for not applicable; leave no 

blanks.) 
 
a. Overall shape:  rectangular  Stories:  one 
 Additions:  N/A 
 
b Structural system (if known):  frame 
 

Foundation:   materials:  concrete block piers c. 
basement:     full      partial      not visible      no basement  

 
d. Exterior walls (original if visible & any subsequent coverings):  wooden German siding 
 

Roof:  shape:  gable 
materials:  asphalt shingles 
cornice:  closed 
dormers:  N/A 

e. 

 
chimney:  location(s):  N/A 

 
8. DESCRIPTION OF ELEVATIONS: 

 
Facade:  Direction:  east 
1) Bays eight 

Windows       
 fenestration  four  
 type   one-over-one 
 trim molded wood 

a. 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
 

doc# 20-06-01-05-02  USE BLACK INK ONLY  CRS-2 

 

CRS # N-14422.03 

2. FUNCTION(S):  historic recreation/bunk house current not in use 

if moved, from where other location’s CRS # year 
                 
                 
list major alterations and additions with years (if known) year 

a.  Interior re-modeled 
Ca. 
1950 

b.  Raised on piers to prevent flood damage. 1993 



 
Facade (cont’d) 

Door(s) three 
 location irregular placement along façade, with centrally located main entrance 
 type two (2) metal doors with single light window, double central metal door  

3) 

 trim molded wood  

 

4) Porch(es) full width, single story with wood posts and balustrade 

b. Side:  Direction:     south 
1) Bays two 

Windows  
 fenestration   two (2) first floor and one (1) attic level opening 
 type one over one 
 trim molded wood trim 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s) N/A 
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

c. Side:  Direction:  north 
1) Bays two 

Windows       
 Fenestration two (2) windows, one (1) attic level louvered opening 
 type one-over-one 
 trim N/A 

2) 

 shutters N/A 
Door(s) N/A 
 location N/A 
 type N/A 

3) 

 trim N/A 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

d. Rear:  Direction:  west 
1) Bays six 

Windows    
 fenestration     four (4) 
 type   one-over-one  
 trim   molded wood trim 

2) 

 shutters   N/A 
Door(s)   two (2) 
 location   north and south ends of elevation 
 type   metal 

3) 

 trim   molded wood trim 

 

4) Porch(es) N/A 

 
9. INTERIOR:  The bunk house has separate quarters for counselors, and wash room/shower directly opposite the 

main entrance.  The interior has artificial wood paneling and wood board flooring. 
 
10. LANDSCAPING:  Bunk House #1, along with twelve other camp related resources, is located in a wooded setting 

along the Mill Creek.  Mill Creek Road runs along the eastern boundary of the property.  Modern residential 
development mixed with older housing in a wooded setting is found to the north, east, and west.  Limestone Hill 
Park is located to the south. 

 
11. OTHER COMMENTS:  Bunk House #1 appears to have been constructed ca. 1925.  The building was re-

modeled in 1950. 
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