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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
The following report presents a discussion of the methods and results of a cultural resource 
survey conducted as part of the proposed Camp Wright Project, which is located in Mill 
Creek Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware (Figure 1).  The cultural resource survey 
entailed an historic architectural survey and a Phase IA archaeological assessment. 
 
The cultural resource survey of the Camp Wright Project was conducted by McCormick 
Taylor, Inc. (MT) during fall 2006 for New Castle County, Delaware in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Section 106, as amended; Implementing 
Regulations 36 CFR Part 800; the Federal Highway Act of 1966, as amended; Section 
101(b)(4) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, Section 1(3) and 2(b) 
of Executive Order 11593.  New Castle County provided funding for this cultural resource 
survey. 
 
The cultural resource survey of the Camp Wright Project was also conducted in accordance 
with the protocols set forth in the Guidelines for Architectural and Archaeological Surveys in 
Delaware (1993, as amended) of the Delaware State Historic Preservation Office (DE 
SHPO) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716).   
 
 
A. Project Description 
 
Pursuant to project direction, the cultural resources survey focused on the entire property of 
3850 Mill Creek Road (Parcel Number 08-025.00-011).  The survey involved the 
development of a historic context, background history, a historic architectural survey, and an 
archaeological assessment.  
 
The proposed project consists of a “Greenway Trail” to be constructed in the floodplain 
alongside Mill Creek and the demolition of some, if not all, of the standing structures.  The 
playground equipment will not be affected by the proposed construction.   
   
The background research and historic context were designed for the cultural resource survey 
to provide a frame of reference to assess the historic significance of Camp Wright. 
 
The historic architectural survey was conducted with the intent to identify and evaluate any 
structures fifty years or older for consideration to eligible for or listed on the Delaware and 
National Registers of Historic Places.   
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The archaeological assessment was conducted with the intent to identify and provide 
evaluations of any archaeological sites that may be disturbed by the proposed project, 
especially those located within or in the immediate vicinity of the proposed locations for the 
Greenway Trail (Figure 2).  
 
Approximately 7.483± acres were subjected to examination by the cultural resource survey.   
 
 
B. Establishment of the Project Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
 
Pursuant to Federal regulations for the “Protection of Historic Properties, 36 CFR Part 
800.16(d), the project’s Area of Potential Effect (APE) is defined as the “geographical area 
or areas within which an undertaking may cause changes in the character or use of historic 
properties, if any such properties exist.  The APE is influenced by the scale and nature of an 
undertaking and may be different for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking.”  
Using relevant project materials and observations made during an initial project inspection, 
the entire parcel of approximately 7.483± acres was regarded as the project’s APE (Figure 
2).   
 
Both the historic architectural survey and archaeological assessment focused on addressing 
cultural resource issues relevant to the proposed project.  It is recognized that the proposed 
design scheme is currently in the preliminary stages.  The proposed APE presented represent 
an estimate of the anticipated maximum bounds of the historic architectural and 
archeological APEs.  This APE was established based on existing design information and in 
consultation with project team members.   
 
 




