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ABSTRACT

A cultural resources survey of the Route 896 Eastern Shore Natural Gas Transmission Pipeline
right-of-way was conducted to identify, locate, and determine the significance of all prehistoric and
historic cultural resources present within the project area. Three historic sites were located in the
project area including one standing structure that had not been previously recorded. The Appleton Site
(7TNC-D-70) consists of an extant structure dating to 1868 and associated outbuildings located 100 feet
west of the proposed pipeline right-of-way. Phase Il testing indicated that the cultural resources located
within the right-of-way were not historically significant.

The Andrew Eliason Site (7TNC-D-69) is the remains of an owner- and tenant-occupied
agricultural complex dating from the early eighteenth century to the late nineteenth century. Intact
subsurface features were identified, including a brick-lined cellar hole, three outbuildings, and the
remains of an orchard. Another agricultural complex was identified during the survey, the Richard
Griffith Site Areas A and B (7NC-D-71A and B), and consists of the remains of a dwelling house, three
outbuildings, a fence line, and a possible trash disposal area. The property was owned by the Griffith
family from the mid-eighteenth century to the early nineteenth century, when it was purchased by the
Rothwell family. The Rothwells maintained the property until the late nineteenth century. Both
agricultural complexes contained well-preserved subsurface features, good contextual integrity,
sufficiently high artifact densities, and diverse documentation and are considered to be eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. All three sites represent a period of time that is not
well-known in the archaeological record of northern Delaware.

Cover Illustration:  An aerial photograph taken in 1937 clearly shows the landscape of the
Summit Bridge/Mt. Pleasant area.
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