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Archaeologists 
unearth ship 
near Smyrna 
By Denise Pajerowsk1 
Starr writer 

SMYRNA - Despite Friday's hot. hwnid 
weather; a team of archaeologists was making . 
significant historical discoveries on the banks 
of M1ll Creek near Smyrna. 

On the muddy, shallow waterway behind 
Belmont Hall. the men were excavating the 
remains of a ship, believed to date to the late 
19th century. It measured more than 50 feet in 
length. 

"We'II be taking this back. cleaning It up, 
making drawings and taking photographs. 
The eventual repository will probably be a lo
cal museum or collection in the area:' said 
Daniel Koskl-Karell. who headed up the team 
of experts. 

"It's not of great Y1sual or emotional 1mpact 
like the artifacts from the Nuestra Senora De 
Atocha," a treasure-laden Spanish galleon that 
sank off the coast of Florida. "But that was 
Spanish. and this one Is all Delaware. It has a 
special meaning for the local area," he Said. 

The discovery of the ship in Mill Creek was 
made during a survey of the area in prepara
tion for the U.S. 13 Relief Route. 

The corridor will include bridges spanning 

the Smyrna River, Mill Creek 
and the Leipsic River - 1mpor
tant means of transportation for 
the area unUl the invention of the 
automoblle. 

'"When there are federal funds 
involved in a proJect. we always 
do an archaeological survey," 
sa)d Kevin W. Cunningham, ar
chaeologist for Delaware's De
partment of Transportation. 

"This is one of the first tlmes 
we've done a large-scale under
water survey, however, and that 
is why we brought in Dan Koski 
to help us:' 

The first part of the survey in
volved exam1n1ng the area with 
sophisticated instruments that 
operated like a super-sensitive 
metal detector. They indicated 
iron or steel deposits common to 
sunken vessels or dump sHes. 

With that information, the ar
chaeologists began 'physically lo
cating the sHes. 

"In a few sHes. there are ob
Jects of some age. a hundred 
years or more. A vast majority of 
the material. though. is of more 
recent vintage that's been 
dumped into the river in the last 
50 years:' Mr. Koskl-Karell Said. 

"That aspect might not be In
teresting from an archaeological 
point ofY1ew. But from an Earth 
Day perspective. It's phenomenal 
the amount of garbage and de
bris thaI has been thrown In 
here," 

Of the more valuable discover
Ies made on the old river landing 
behind Belmont Hall. the archae· 
ologlsts found the "stern section 
of a faJrly substantial wooden 
vessel." They concluded It was a 
motor vessel because of a hole 
through the tlmbers where the 
propeller shaft would have been 
located. 

The ship apparently outgrew 
Its usefulness and was disman
tled, Parts were apparently recy
cled. and the rest was left on the 
banks. Mr. Koskl-Karell Said. 
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"We're continuing to work in 
the area and seeking to find oth
er portions of the ship." he saJd. 
"We consider It pretty fortunate 
that we discovered thJs." 

It seems likely that vessels 
bound for Belmont Hall naY1gat
ed Mill Creek as early as 1686 to 
prOVide the bricks for Its 
construction. 

Directly behind the plantation 
is a section of wooded area that 
Is believed to have been a river 
landing. In that area the group 
also recovered a wagon wheel 
and an iron cooking pot. 

Mr. Koskl-Karell is preSident 
of Karell Archaeological Ser
Vices, which Delaware hired to 
perform the underwater 
excavation. 

During preY10us proJects, Mr. 
Koski-Karell excavated a hot 
spring in Puerto RJco that some 
beUeve was Ponce De Leon's fa
bled "fountaln of youth:' He also 
plans 10 search for ChrIstopher 
Columbus' Santa Maria. which 
sank on a reef In the Caribbean 
Sea. 
Jolnln~ h1m. archaeologlsl R. 

Duncan Mathewson III assisted 
In the underwater excavation of 
the Nuestra Senora de Atocha. 
whIch yielded mUlIons of dollars 
in Jewels and gold. Archaeolo
gists LUis Ortez and Robert Ro
bles rounded out the group. 
D~rlng the final recovery of the 

shIp fragment. the group was 

also assisted by Vincent Capone. 
who recently opened the Dela
ware-based Marine Research 
and Survey Recovery: and Peter 
E. Hess. a maritime lawyer work
Ing 10 recover artifacts from the 
the HMS DeBraak that are being 
held by the court because of 
litigation. 
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