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ake an snforgetiable journey through the rolling hills of the genteel Brandywine Valley landscape

and discover the Iasting infliuence of the du Pont fanﬁiy dynasty from city-side to country-side.

This journey is a true Delaware original, often referred to as Chateau Country. The Byway leads
to an nuparalleled concentration of historic sites, magnificent estates, glorions gardens and mesmerizing muse-

ums where visions from a vanished century abound.

o AMBRIDA'S
YW AYE™

he Brandywine Scenic Byway was
not only selected because of is scenic
beauty, but it was naticnally recog-
nized for its historical significance as well. History

but it is abundant throughout the three counties.

The First State of the 2 1st century — as defined

by its largest city, Wilmington — is a Fortune 500
magnet setting high standards in science and
technology, the financial industry. pharmaceuticals
and maore.

But just beyond Wilmington’s boundaries,
America’s roots run deep. Visitors come here to
stroli along pathways through centuries of prog-
ress, listening for echoes of Revolutionary mally
cries and tooching the simple tools with which
Delaware built its commercial strength.

isitors are drawn to the First State
Jor its beautifully preserved past,
filled with stories of pioneers, patriots
and the promise of a better tomorrow.

In Lewes, known as the “first fown iz the First State,” you can
visif sites like the Zwaanesdact Museum to learn about the 32
Duteh sertlers who stepped ashore in 1631, proclaiming the area
Swanendael, “Valley of the Swans.”

in Delaware does not only exist in the rolling hilis
and world-class museams that border the byway,

The Kalmar Nyckel Shipyard, named for one of two vessels that
brought those settlers to a stili-prominent ledge of rocks nearby,
is a living-history museum featuring an authentic re-creation of
tisat beautiful tall ship, Gripping stories of survival in Colonial
Mew Sweden are also told at the Holy Trinity (Oid Swedes)
Church and Hendrickson House Museom, Dating back 1o 1698-
1699, the church building is said to be the oldest one in America
- sti}l standing as originally bailt.

To become compleiely immersed in 18th-century life, mingle
with costumed guides at Dover's John Dickinson Plantation.
Dickinson himself was a framer and signer of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, and has been called the “Penman of the American Revolu-
tion” for his many influential writings.

The Kelmar Nycked, docked ot Tohmon-Gosett Po

B0 S——

A —

r]( on the Wilwinglon Riverfront. Photo by Den Blake

DwPont mills in the Brandywine Valley produced as much as
one-half of all gunpowder used by Union troops during the war.
Visit the Hagley Museum to see dramatic demonstrations of ac-
- tual machinery from the 1800s like a water turbine, steam engine
and powder tester,

Delaware fron mamsfacturing alse proved lacrative for many
years, as you’ll learn at the Iron Hill Maseum of Natural History

in Newark. Hiking trails around the site pass old iron ore mining
pits, while indoor exhibits explore Colonial iron making.

The Duver Air Foree Buse A Mobiily Commond Musoum,

On December 7, 1787, Delaware officially became the first
stafe to vatify the Constitation. But more than a decads eatlier,

Delaware’s Continental Regiment assembled on the Dover
Green before marching off to join ap with General George

‘Washington.

From there, siep into the 19th century at the Cannonball House
Marine Museum, the sole remaining soructure damaged during a
22-bour British naval bombardment of Lewes during the War of

1812, The attack was said to have resulted in only one casualty:

a chicken.

You can trace the American Methodist church’s origin to the

town of Frederica and the 220-year-old Barratt"s Chapel.
Meanwhile, the prominent Ross family (including Delaware’s

youngest governor, William Ross) expressed strong Southern

sympathies. For their side of the story, fravel to Seaford and
the Gov. Ross Mansion and Plantation. This 20-acre expanse

contains a Civil War-era lialian vilia and Delaware’s only docu-

mented log slave quarters.

The New Castle Court House, part of a quaint heritage trail

incorporating several historic sites, was recently incloded in

the Natfonal Parks Service “Network To Freedom” program.
Prominent abolitionists Thomas Garrett and John Hann stood

trial here in 1848 on charges of aiding fugitive slaves.

In Delaware City, you can board a ferry af Battery Park and cross
over to Fort Delaware, the pentagonal structure used as a Civil War

bk

The Zwaonendus! Museu n Lewas,

DuPoxt #¥ls o the Hugley Moseum.

To trace Delaware’s train history, you’re on the right track
if you visit sites and museums in Delmar, Harrington and
New Castle before finally arriving at the Wilmington and
Western Railroad, which has been in continuous opera-
tion for more than 120 years. Come aboard for a romantic
dinner, murder mystery, Civil War reenaciment or other
special event.

During World War 11, Delaware remained busy, as evi-
denced by the concrete observation towers that still stand
tall along the beaches of Cape Henlopen and Delaware
Seashore state paris, Meanwhile, at the former hangar
that is now Dover Alr Force Base's Air Mobility Com-
mand Museun, you can see a scarred C-47 that camied
paratroopers into battle. And a new aviation museum at
the Sussex County Adrport in Georgetown lets you check
out refurbished warplanes like the AT-17 Bobeat,

From gorth 10 south throughout the First State, i big cif-
ies and small towns, look all around for signs of a proud,
industrious people who embraced the future, but didn’t
forget the past.

Visit us ot www.visitdeloware.com
for our current getowoy packages
or call 1-866-2-VISIT-DE

prisos camp for more than 33,000 Confederate soldiers. The fort

for your free travel quide.

has introduced an award-winning, guided living history program.

VISITOR RESOURCES

For visitor informaiion or a free Delaware Travel Planning Kit, contacy:

DELAWARE TOURYSM OFFICE
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