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Despite our concern for learning about the history of ordinary 
people, many of the Big Ideas historians have about the eighteenth
century still seem to pertain predominantly to the world of the 
wealthy. Consider, for example, the "Georgian Mindset" and the 
"consumer revolution." Historians such as James Deetz and Henry 
Glassie find it deeply important that European Americans moved 
out of their old, vernacular houses and into new ones with 
balanced, Georgian plans, and they relate this change to a complete 
re-ordering of society. But millions of Americans lived in log 
cabins and tar-paper shacks until well into this century; what was 
their mindset? If moving into a Georgian house implies a shift 
from medieval to modem ways ofthinking, did the pQor miss out 
on the Renaissance? Eighteenth-century changes in' purchasing 
behavior have also been singled out, by Cary \ 
Carson and Lorena Walsh among others, as 
indicating a profound change in western 
society and its values. If we are now 
defined largely by what we buy, they say, 
this consumer identity can be traced to the 
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