






Don‘t dump motor oil, antifreeze or 
other chemicals down the storm drain

Motor Oil - Four quarts of motor oil can create an 
8-acre oil slick and contaminate a million gallons of 
drinking water. Recycle used motor oil at local service 
stations and collection centers. Never dump it.

Antifreeze is a toxic pollutant that can kill not 
only aquatic life, but also pets when they

drink from contaminated puddles.

Herbicides and Pesticides
Spot treat only. Reduce the amount 

of herbicides and pesticides used 
on your lawn. 

Landscape! 
To reduce run-off, avoid paving

Plant trees, shrubs and ground cover to
help rainwater soak into the ground. Keep
bare soil covered; bare soil is the primary
cause of erosion. Sod, or seed and mulch
newly graded lawn areas.

Pave as little as possible. Paving increases
impervious surface area, preventing rainfall
from being absorbed and increasing runoff.

Wash cars on grass surfaces 
and use biodegradable 
detergents

Wash your car only when necessary,
on grass rather than paved driveways.
This will reduce soapy water enter-
ing the storm water system. Wash
water can contaminate streams
with excess phosphorous.

Report abuses 
of our natural resources.

Watch for polluters - If you notice a 
pipe or drainage inlet that is stained 

or emitting strong odors, someone 
may be illegally dumping pollutants 
into the storm drain. Contact one of 
the following agencies who will 
investigate: DelDOT (302) 323-1111, 
New Castle County (302) 395-5700, 

or DNREC 1-800-662-8802.

Be a good neighbor. If you see 
a clogged storm water drain in 

your neighborhood, clean 
it off or call DelDOT 

maintenance.

Did You Know?
A sewer system and a storm drain
system are not the same.

Dispose of trash, pet and
yard waste properly

Don't litter. Styrofoam, plastics and other 
debris can injure and kill fish and wildlife. Join an
Adopt-a-Highway program in your neighborhood.

Mulch or compost grass clippings. Leave them on
the lawn and sweep them off the street.

Pet waste should be disposed of in the trash 
or flushed down the toilet.

You Can Help Reduce Water Pollution ”At the Source“
Sorry. 
Don‘t feed the geese.

Prevent algae blooms. If you have a lake
or retaining pond with ducks and geese in
your neighborhood, it's best not to feed
them. Waterfowl waste pollutes the water,
causing algae blooms and robbing the
water of oxygen.
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These two systems are completely different. The
water that goes down a sink or toilet in your
home or business flows to a wastewater treat-
ment plant or to your on-site septic system,
where it is treated and filtered. Water that
flows down driveways and streets and
into a gutter goes into a storm drain that
flows directly to a lake, river or the bay.
This water often picks up pollutants along
the way. These pollutants can have harmful
effects on drinking water supplies, recreational use,
and wildlife.




